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Draft Minutes of the Llansteffan and Llanybri Community Council Extraordinary Meeting held on Monday 23rd June 2026 at 7.30 pm


	Item #
	Item

	1. 
	Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Sue Baxter and Cllr Darren Sainty (Work Commitments).

Cllr Tina Roberts declined to attend the meeting as she is the Clerk coordinating the meetings of the Three River Community Group in her role as Temp Clerk to Laugharne Township Community Council.


	2. 
	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations

None
The Chair reminded Councillors to declare any interest that arises during the meeting if it had not been anticipated beforehand.


	3. 
	Chairs Announcements 

The Chair explained the justification for the emergency meeting.  To enable the Community Council to agree access arrangements and a set of regulations ahead of the forthcoming Cockle Season. The beds are due to open on 1 July 2026, which falls three weeks before the next LLCC Ordinary Meeting is scheduled to take place. A full stakeholder meeting is also expected to be held either later this week or early next week, and the Community Council must therefore have established its position in good time to be represented effectively at that meeting by the Three Rivers Community Group’s spokesman (Mr Stephen Kirkwood).



	4. 
	To Discuss and Agree Cockle Season Access Arrangements and applicable Rules

The Chair explained that the Community Council needed to formulate an agreed view on these issues to put forward to the Three Rivers Community Group spokesman in readiness for the Stakeholder meeting. 
Access
The issue of access to the beds via Llansteffan was discussed in detail. Members acknowledged the need for a practical and balanced approach that takes into account the interests of the wider community.
It was noted that there are three potential routes for accessing the beds via Llansteffan. However, two of these options, Coal Road and access via the South Car Park, were considered impractical and likely to create difficulties for residents and visitors.
Cllr Andrew Cooper declared a personal interest at this point because he has family living on Church Road. He was not required to leave the room as his interest was not deemed to be prejudicial to the decision making.
Following discussion, it was agreed that Llansteffan and Llanybri Community Council (LLCC) would permit access across its land at the northern end of the Village Green. While access was not formally granted in 2025, gatherers nevertheless used this route. In light of last year’s experience, and recognising that infrastructure works undertaken by Carmarthenshire County Council on the Village Green have altered the circumstances, LLCC agreed to adopt a pragmatic approach and permit access for the current season.
The Council agreed that this access should be subject to certain conditions. In particular, the four principal gathering and processing companies will be asked to provide financial compensation to the community in recognition of the impact on residents, including increased traffic movements, parking pressures, minor disturbances, and any potential effects on tourism and recreational use of the beach. In addition, it was agreed that access would be reviewed at any point should the situation become unmanageable.
Code of Conduct
The Clerk to the Three Rivers Community Group has put together a Code of Conduct for permit holders. This was reviewed in full by Cllrs and Cllr Andrew Cooper expressed the view that he agreed with the Code of Conduct however, the final version to be decided by the Three River Community Group should be made simpler. This would be passed on to the Clerk of the Three River Community Group. 
All Cllrs agreed in principle to the Code of Conduct pending communications with the Three River Community Group.
The meeting was closed at 20.10 hours.




image1.jpg




